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November 2021  

11/03 Elem Report Cards 
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11/10 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
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11/12 
Vacation/Holiday: No Classes 
Daycare Open/Sign-up Required 

11/24 
In-Service Exchange Day: No 
Classes; Daycare Open/Sign-up 
Required 

11/25  
11/26 
11/29 

Thanksgiving Vacation: No School 
Daycare Closed 
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12/23 
12/24 
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Daycare Closed 

12/27 
12/28 
12/29 

Christmas Vacation: No School 
Daycare Open/Sign-up Required 

12/30 
12/31 

Christmas Vacation: No School 
Daycare Closed 

Effective Parent-Teacher Connections 

—by Elementary Principal Kristin Musselman  

Welcome to a greatly anticipated time of the 
academic year:  parent-teacher conferences! Hopefully, you will 
find these suggestions helpful as you prepare to meet with your 
child’s teacher. 

In preparation for your conference: 
• Review your child’s homework, tests and assignments.   

• Think about your child’s strengths and challenges, share these with the teacher. 

• Talk with your child about his or her progress in school.    

• Make a list of questions to ask about ways you and the teacher can work 
together and how you would like to be involved in your child’s learning. 

                 

During the conference: 
• Ask questions like:  Is my child performing at grade level? What do you see as 

his or her strengths? How could he or she improve?   

• Inquire about how the teacher will both challenge your child and offer support 
when he or she needs it.  Ask about your child’s work and how the teacher 
gives grades.   

• Share your thoughts and feelings about your child. Tell the teacher what you 
think your son’s/daughter’s strengths and anything that poses more of a 
challenge which could be improved by special support at school, an 
enhanced home learning environment, or from programs and services in the 
community. 

 

After the conference: 
•  Write down the things that you and the teacher will each do to support your 

child.  Make a plan to follow up with each other.  List specifically what you 
will do, when and how often.   

• Set another time to talk in the next few months and determine the best way for 
you and the teacher to communicate—in person, by phone, notes, email, etc. 

  
I hope these tips will help your conference run smoothly and feel 
enjoyable!  Remember, the parent-teacher conference is all about 
your child — so share with him/her what you learned at the 
conference.  Describe the connection you’ve built with the teacher 
and the plan of how you will help with learning at home.  Be sure to 
ask for his or her suggestions and be ready to celebrate the 
remarkable young person your child is becoming! 
  

A Golden Eagle 

Welcome 

for Mr. Packer 
 

Tyrone Elementary 
students and staff members extend a warm 
welcome to our new Assistant Principal! Mr. 
Packer previously taught at Bald Eagle Area 
School District and most recently served as 
the Principal at Our Lady of Victory in State 
College, PA. We are excited to welcome Mr. 

Packer to our school and look forward to 
having him join our TAES team! 



 
 

Fall Frenzy at JB Tree Farm 
—by Ms. Miller, PreK Teacher 

 

In October the K3 and K4 preschool 
classes took a field trip to JB Tree Farm 
to participate in their “Fall Frenzy” 
activities.  We learned about 
sunflowers, decorated pumpkins, fed 
the goats and chickens, visited the corn 
maze, rode on a hayride and played on 
the playground and hay mound.  The 
students had a great time at the farm, 
and on their first ever school bus ride.   

 

Truth or Hogwash? 
—4th Grade Gets Schooled About the Pork Industry— 

Article submitted by: The Fourth Grade Team 

During the month of October, TAES fourth graders were visited by students in the Tyrone High 

School Agricultural program. During the visit, the high school students shared information relating to 

the program entitled, “There’s a Pig in my Classroom.” The program informed the elementary 

students about local agriculture programs, with an emphasis on the pork industry. All of 

the lessons were presented and run by TAHS students, with 

topics including:  Raising and Caring for Pigs, Life Cycle of a 

Market Pig, Stages of a Pig’s Growth , Pork Supply Chain, Where 

Food Comes From and Awareness of Pig By-products. 

 In addition to learning about the pork 

industry, building mini barns, and working 

with the high school students through 

engaging activities, the fourth graders also 

attended a virtual field trip of the Fair Oaks 

pig facility, hosted by the Indiana State Fair 

Commission.  Overall, the students loved 

learning from the high school agriculture 

students and benefited greatly from gaining 

knowledge about this local industry.  



Third Grade is “On the Road” 
—by the Third Grade Team 

 

For the first marking period, third 

graders took a journey…back in time! 

Our students learned about various 

events that led to the Revolutionary 

War and how the colonies came 

together to form the United States of 

America. Some of the events 

discussed included the French and 

Indian War, the Proclamation of 1763, 

and The Sugar, Stamp, and 

Townshend Acts. We also discussed 

the Boston Massacre, The Boston Tea 

Party, and the first battle, also known 

as “the shot heard around the world,” 

signaled the start of the Revolutionary 

War! Please ask your child what event 

stood out the most to them.  

We are tentatively scheduling a trip to 

Fort Roberdeau in the spring. We are 

looking forward to our students 

experiencing local history.  

 

 

Digital Library Access — submitted by Mr. Grady, TASD Librarian 

For this school year, the  Elementary Library continues to provide free access to digital 
magazines through Flipster. These are online versions of the print magazines to which 
the library subscribes.  Titles include Highlights for Children, Chickadee, National 
Geographic for Kids,  Zoobook, Ladybug, Spider, Sports 
Illustrated for Kids, Click and Pets.  There is also an 
ebook version of the 2019 Guinness Book of World 
Records.  

If you used Flipster last year it is, important to note that 
for security purposes Flipster issued the Elementary 
Library a new password for this school year.  Please contact Mr. Grady at 
kdgrady@tyrone.k12.pa.us for instructions on how to access Flipster including 
username and updated password.   

Second Graders Learn About 9/11  
— by Mrs. Fleck, Second Grade Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A true hero isn’t measured by the size of his strength, 

but by the strength of his heart” – Hercules.  .  Students 

in second grade learned about the tragic event that oc-

curred in our country on 9/11.  The big discussions in the 

classrooms focused on the heroes that helped many on 

that eventful day.   In second grade, we talk about the 

location of New York City.  Students learned about the 

Twin Towers by reading a book called The Man Who 

Walked Between the Towers.  This book talks about when 

the Twin Towers was built and the brave man who dared 

to put a high wire between the two buildings and walk 

across!  Some classes also read Fireboat: The Heroic Ad-

ventures of the John J. Harvey. In this story, students 

learned about the heroes of the retired fireboat that re-

turned to service after the events on September 

11.  Above is an sample of a project that a class created to 

remember those heroes.  Students used words to describe 

what makes a hero.    Learning about the Twin Towers 

and the events that happened that day is an important 

piece of our country’s history.   

mailto:kdgrady@tyrone.k12.pa.us


First Grade Studies Important American Symbols 
—submitted by Mrs. Myers, Mrs. Lauder & Mrs. Ciampoli 

 

First graders recently learned all about America the Beautiful. In this unit 

students learned about the rules and the Constitution,  the Pledge of Allegiance, 

our American flag, the Statue of Liberty, the bald eagle, the Liberty bell, and the 

White House.  A few classes learned about the Lincoln Memorial and the 

Washington Monument, as well.   

When learning about the Constitution’s rules, students worked together 

as a class to create a constitution.  They decided which rules were important and 

necessary for the classroom to be successful and took turns signing the 

constitution, just like the Founding Fathers did. 

 Students were amazed to learn about the bald eagle.  Thanks to 

technology, we watched two wild bald eagles through a web camera, busy 

gathering sticks for their nest in their large aerie in Florida.  Visit this site to 

watch the bald eagles in their habitat https://nefleaglecam.org/    Also, to get the 

true understanding of just how large these birds are we measured their 

wingspan and compared it to a first grader. 

Students were surprised to learn that the Statue of Liberty was originally 

copper brown, but has turned green over time.  Some classes conducted an 

experiment using salt, vinegar, and pennies and watched the pennies change to “patina” a slight green color 

during the day.  Everyone enjoyed this important unit! 

Community Helpers Field Trip  —submitted by the Tyrone Kindergarten Teachers 

Kindergarten has been busy learning all about the wonderful 

helpers in our community. We were very fortunate to go on a 

field trip to downtown Tyrone to see some of our helpers in 

person. Our trip included stops at the local police station, fire 

station, and library. We also had the opportunity to learn 

about some local businesses at Bake Shop Bakes and 

Powerhouse Subs. It was incredible to see our amazing 

community members in action and we can’t thank them 

enough for being so welcoming! When we weren’t busy 

learning about the jobs in the community, we were eating lunch at The Armory and playing 

at the train station. We are so fortunate to have so many wonderful places to visit 

in our community!  

https://nefleaglecam.org/



